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KEY VOCABULARY   

 

 FACTS AND DATES 

Boycott: To avoid or refuse to do 
something.   
Abolish: put an end to it 
Activist: a person who works to bring 
about political or social changes 
by campaigning in public. 
Segregation: the official practice of 
keeping people apart, 
Racism: the belief that people of some 
races are not as good or important as 
others. 
Campaign: a planned set of activities 
that people carry out over a period of 
time in order to achieve change 
Equality: people having the same rights 
and chances/opportunities as others  
Inequality: when people do not have the 
same rights as others. 
Legacy: something which is a direct result 
of an event or action and which 
continues for a long time afterwards. 
Protest: showing publicly that they 
disagree with something. 

The civil rights movement was an organized 
effort by Black Americans to end racial 
discrimination and gain equal rights under the 
law.  It began in the late 1940s and ended in 
the late 1960s. 

STICKY KNOWLEDGE IMPORTANT PEOPLE 

 
1. Rosa Parks’  actions helped to start the civil rights movement in 

the United States.  Black citizens came together to boycott the 
buses. 

2. The boycott worked and a year later, Alabama’s racial 
segregation laws were changed. 

3.  Rosa became known as “the mother of the civil rights 
movement”. 

4. Rosa continued to fight for civil rights throughout her life. In 1980 
Rosa created the Rosa L Parks Scholarship Foundation to help 
young people continue education. 

       
 Rosa Parks                             

Martin Luther King  
(1913—2005)                                                     (1929-1968)     

              Time Line: A timeline shows when things happened over a period of time. 
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4th February 1913    

Rosa was born Rosa 

Louise McCauley in 

Tuskgee , Alabama                                            

Alabama                                                                                     

 1st December 1955  

Rosa was arrested 

for not giving up her 

bus seat to a white 

man in Alabama.              

                                                                    

5th December 1955    

Rosa parks stood trial 

for not giving up her 

seat and was found 

guilty.                                           

Alabama                                                                                     

5th December 1955    

The bus boycott began 

on this day in 

Montgomery Alabama. 

This lasted for a year.                                                                                                                              

28th August 1963    The civil 

rights march on Washington. 

Rosa attended the march. 

Martin Luther King gave his  

‘I have a Dream’ speech . 

24th October 

2005     Rosa 

died aged 92 

of natural 

causes. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/campaign
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/apart
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/plan_1
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/carry
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/direct

